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to come to them after the world had lost
sight of Him,1 and for something over
fifty years He visited them in His subtle
spiritual body, continuing the teachings
He had begun while with them, and
training them in a knowledge of occult
truths. They lived together, for the most
part, in a retired spot on the outskirts of
Judaea, attracting no attention among the
many apparently similar communities of
the time, studying the profound truths He
taught them and acquiring "the gifts of
the Spirit."

These inner instructions, commenced
during His physical life among them and
carried on after He had left the body,
formed the basis of the " Mysteries of
Jesus," which we have seen in early
Church History, and gave the inner life
which was the nucleus round which
gathered the heterogeneous materials
which formed ecclesiastical Christianity.

In the remarkable fragment called the
Pistis Sophia, we have a document of the
greatest interest bearing on the hidden
teaching, written by the famous Valen-

*S. John xiv. 18, 19.